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Recently, Mr. Rhodes asked the staff two questions. Can you guess who said what? 

A. Why did you decide to become a teacher or a school staff person? 

B. What is your favorite part about your current position? 

a. I have always enjoyed reading and sharing my love for it.  I thought by working as a school librarian I would be able to share 
 that every day.  I had a great elementary school librarian and she inspired me. 
b. My favorite part of my job is when a student brings a book back and they are excited to tell me why they loved it or didn’t like it 
 at all. 

 
a. I wanted to give back.  I had some teachers that I looked up to. And summer! 
b. I have a wonderful group this year. I actually miss them when we’re not here. We have a great schedule, especially if you 
 have your own children.  

 
a. I decided to be a teacher because my mom was a teacher and I wanted to be like her. 
b. I love the people I work with and the smiles/blessings each person (teachers, support staff, students, etc.) provides to me. 

 
a. I always loved school, especially my teachers!  I played school before I started school and always wanted to be like my 
 teacher. Hoping to instill important qualities in each of them. 
b. I truly love teaching and being with the kids. The breaks are a blessing and I love them...but I’m always ready to start a new 
 year.  Thornville Elementary is great! 

 
a. I had a fabulous and inspiring literacy coach who shared her passion of supporting struggling readers. 
b. Helping struggling readers see themselves as competent readers regardless of their “level” and to foster a “love of reading” to 
 become lifelong readers. 

 
a. In 1st Grade, I had a teacher who made learning fun.  She would sing, dance, and make us laugh.  She would actually play on 
 the playground with us.  I thought to myself, “This lady gets paid to play.”  From then on I knew I wanted to be a teacher. 
b. My favorite part of this job is the love you feel from students every day.  Constant hugs! 

 
a. I enjoyed teaching, children and I want to make a difference. (I also have an “office” with windows.” I have children and knew it 
 would be ideal. 
b. Students...I love to hear them tell me about things going on in their lives. Smiles from students. When a student has struggled 
 and truly understands /progresses.  My friends. 

 
a. I loved working with kids from a young age.  I had many adults that made a difference in my life at school and church.  I felt 
 God calling me to the teaching career. 
b. I love seeing the look of excitement when students learn something new - that light bulb moment! 

 
a. I wanted to make a difference in kids’ lives. Especially those who need a “safe spot” or extra love. 
b. Getting hugs and smiles every morning! 

 
a. I wanted to feel like I was making a difference for more than just a few minutes at a time.  I also wanted my job to be 
 something where I could see progress. 
b. My favorite part is when they finally get something they’ve been struggling with and their eyes light up. 

 



a. After being a business major, I realized I wanted to do something that brought me joy.  I changed to being a teacher so I could 
 make a difference and be around joyful people - children. 
b. Watching students learn something new and master things that were a challenge. Their stories and hugs! 
 
a. I believe that all kids need heroes every day.  Every kid needs someone in their corner who makes them feel special and 
 important. I saw that I could be that person. 
b. I’m in it for the kids. 
 
a. I like children and enjoy working with them.  I love to see excitement of learning and feel I have something to offer. 
b. The past several years I’ve been in a rut and thinking of getting out of this career. The change to Thornville has been a very 
 positive change in my life. I enjoy the people I work with and the children I teach.  
 
a. Benefits and insurance.  Working in a professional environment “Not a Factory!” 
b. Working together with others and keeping a clean and organized building. 
 
a. I always liked being around kids and it seemed like the natural thing to do. 
b. My favorite part is the interaction with the kids.  Whether it be during class time or recess or any other down time. 
 
a. I’m here because I wanted to help kids love music and learn how to use it to express themselves with it and to use it to help 
 them get better in other subjects.   
b. Watching kids grow up K-5 and seeing their musicality bloom.  As much as I wanted to inspire them when I started this job, 
 they inspire me every day. 
 
a. I always have enjoyed helping kids and wanted to make a positive difference in a child’s life.  
b. My favorite part of my job is seeing the enthusiasm from my students!  They enjoy hands on learning, which makes a 
 difference in learning! Making a difference is key! 
 
a. At first?  I wanted to work school hours because my kids were at school.  Then? It became obvious that kids needed a 
 “mom” at school. I could be that mom. 
b. The people I work with.  My boss. When little ones come in and smile at me. 
 
a. I wanted to help students learn and to treat them fair as they learn. 
b. I love working with children and learning about them.  
 
a. I decided to be a teacher because I volunteered after school when I was in high school in the MH unit at Glenford and fell in 
 love with helping kids. 
b. My favorite part is when the students show they love me and watching them grow through the year. 
 
a. I had teachers who made me not like school.  I wanted to make school fun and interesting.  I wanted to be remembered as 
 “my favorite teacher!” 
b. The “A -HA” moment when that one kid who’s gotten an F on every spelling test, gets an A after you study with him every day 
 at school.  
 
a. The reason I became a teacher was to work with kids and improve their levels of physical fitness.  I also wanted to provide 
 them with lifetime sport opportunities. 
b. I like teaching for the “a-ha” moments.  I love it when a kid “gets it” and you can see it on their face. 
 
a. To make a difference in someone else's life.  To impact one life I would be content in life. 
b. Student growth, community, staff family. 
 
a. I decided to become a teacher my sophomore year of college because I enjoy working with children.  The lightbulb moment 
 and everyday interaction is so rewarding to me.  Most days my class is a fun loving crowd who make me laugh and I enjoy 
 being with them.  
b. My favorite part is the challenge of my “job.”  My students do not always understand something the first time I teach it, so I 
 enjoy the challenge this presents, trying to find another way to teach so that all students understand.  
 



a. Watching my brother grow up with disabilities and treated poorly by peers, teachers and family made me decide to be a 
 teacher.  I wanted to teach people to treat everyone fairly. 
b. My favorite part about being here is seeing my students learn and grow.  Watching their smiles as they accomplish things. 

a. I decided to go into teaching because I realized that I should be helping kids.  Dealing with adults wasn’t my thing.  I needed to 
 be where my help meant something to me. 
b. My favorite part about this job is the kids!  Helping them make a “breakthrough” learning. 
 
a. My family needed insurance and doing this I could be around children.  Home with my children during the summer. 
b. Children are still important more than ever now.  Our smile maybe the only one they see each day. 
 
a. I went into education to make a difference in kids’ lives.  Not just academically, but to provide a positive male role model and 
 to be an example for them to model themselves after.  
b. Interacting with the kids and making their educational experience a fun one is what I enjoy the most about my current 
 job.  Seeing my own girls all day everyday doesn’t hurt! 
 

     

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, March 21st, will be ROCK 

YOUR SOCKS DAY at Thornville 

Elementary. Wear your most colorful, 

spunky socks in celebration of people with 

Down Syndrome and their unique 

differences that make our world brighter. 

People all around the world will be 

celebrating World Down Syndrome Day by 

rock

ing their socks as well. 

 

 

Trisomy occurs when a person has a full or partial extra chromosome in 

most or all of his or her cells—47 chromosomes total. Trisomy 18 day 

is Sunday, March 18 BUT Thornville Elementary will celebrate 

Monday, March 19. Wear purple to celebrate and honor the memory of 

Michael Duerson, son of Mrs. Duerson, 1st grade teacher. 

 

THANK YOU!!! 

The Thornville staff thank the following people for helping at our COSI event. We appreciate you!! 

Amanda Schmitt Scott Helsel  Katie Tyo  Kelly Talbot Jamie Covert 

Kelly Tolliver  Stephanie Connors Heather Henry  Liz Schein Kristin Wade 

Tim Moore  Molly Morris  Jess Bilka   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

BOOK FAIR 

The Scholastic Book Fair will be at Thornville 

Elementary March 19-21, during regular school hours. 

 

 

2 Jump Rope for Heat money due 

5 18/19 Kgn. registration at SMS 

7 18/19 Kgn. registration at SMS 

8 Spring pictures 

9 end of grading period 

16 Grade cards go home 

19-21 book far 

18 National Trisomy 18 Day 

19 Thornville Elementary national Trisomy 18 

 Day (wear purple) 

21 World Down Syndrome Day (crazy socks 

day) 

27 PTO flower sale starts 

29 NO SCHOOL-Spring break 

30 NO SCHOOL-Good Friday 

 

2 NO SCHOOL-spring Break 

17 PTO flower sale ends 

18 Thornville 18/19 Kgn. screening 

20 1st grade field trip to COSI 

26 2nd grade field trip to Roscoe Village 

30 4th grade Science fair in afternoon  

Registration for 2017/2018 Kindergarten 

will be Monday, March 5 from 8:30 am-3:30 

pm and Wednesday, March 7 from 12:00pm -

7:00 pm. It will be held at the Sheridan Middle 

School library. Registration packets are 

available at the district office and at the 

elementary offices. 

                       



      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

 

 

 

 



 


